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   The 48th congress took place this year in Istanbul. It was smaller gathering than usual, 173 

members attended. Our British contingent consisted of only 7 of us. Jim and Carol, Ian and Glynis 

Neil and the Thomas’s from Wales who is the brother of one of the Australian submariners. 

   Monday was the registration day and as we registered we were presented with our gifts, pink 

sports shirts and red shopping bags for the ladies, White sports shirts and briefcases for the men. 

The opening gala dinner was held in the hotel and started with cocktails then a buffet dinner. This 

was followed by speeches from all the heads of delegations and a film showing submarines from the 

50’s to present day. 

              

   

   Tuesday, and we all boarded the buses to take us on a full day tour of the main attractions of 

Istanbul. We were guided round the Blue Mosque, so called because of the beautiful blue tiles that 

adorn it. It is also the biggest mosque and has six minarets. On leaving we walked to an underground 

water cistern which is one of the many that used to supply water to the city in time of siege. It was 

by the Byzantine Emperor Justinian 1 in 525 AD. After leaving the cistern we crossed the street to 

visit the St Sophia museum. This building was originally a Christian church and contained the biggest 

unsupported dome in the world; it is now the 4th biggest after St Pauls in London, St Peters in Rome 



and a cathedral in Spain. This sightseeing was very good but very tiring and we were all ready for our 

lunch. 

 

        

        

After a very excellent lunch it was back to the Grand Bazaar for free time to shop before going back 

to the hotel and preparing for an evening at the Karavansury restaurant and night club. The place 

was full by the time we were all seated. The food was good and the entertainment started with a 

belly dancer followed by a magician, another belly dancer, folk dancing troupe, a traditional knife 

throwing act, a final belly dancer and a singer who sang songs in many different languages, he was 

very clever to be able to pitch songs at a moment’s notice.  Altogether it turned out to be a very 

good night. 

  On Wednesday we visited the Naval Musium, it was small, but contained lots fo model ships and 

paintings of the Ottoman Empire. After leaving the museum we went to the Topkapi Palace. It took 

over an hour to get there because of the traffic (about 5 miles). If you think our traffic is bad you 

should see it in Istanbul. 16.5million people in an area the size of Manchester (2.7m)After lounch at 

a sea food restaurant we traveled to the military musium to see the Janissary band perform, we 

were late ariving due to, you’ve gessed it , the traffic. The Janissary band were originaly made upof 

the elite troops of the Sutan. They wer very impressive and I think would have terrified the enemy.  



     

That night we were taken for a sunset cruise on the Bosporus with a buffet and all drinks provided. 

That was really good , giving everyone a chance to mix together and chat.there was also dancing 

after the meal before arriving back at the jetty. Everyone was in a very good mood and agreed that 

the cruise was exactly the right way to get us all together and make new friends. 

 

     

 

 

   On Thursday we had a very early start 7.30 (yawn!) on the buses. We were going to Goleuk, the 

Naval Base on the Sea of Marmara. It took over 2 hours to get there. On arrival we were greeted by 

some of the officers and men and escorted to the submarine monument for a short memorial 

service in memory of all submariners who had made the ultimate sacrifice. Two wreaths were laid 

then speeches by delegates from all 18 counties tacking part followed by group photos. There 

followed a visit to the submarine training school, we saw the escape tank but no time for a  



      

 

demonstration. We then left for the submarine berths for a wreath laying ceremony at sea. There 

were two submarines alongside decked out with bunting and some of the veteran had a chance to 

visit while the ladies had refreshments on the lawn and socialised before we all left for the officers 

club and a fine five course meal. After lunch we said our farewells and boarded the buses for our trip 

back to Istanbul. Everyone slept on the way back. 

 

    

   The closing ceremony took place at the Gala Dinner that night, with lots of excellent food, drinks, 

music and dancing. Speeches and presentations were made by all the heads of delegations and a 

promise to meet again in Kiev next year. 

   All in all this has been a really good convention, well organised and with quite a good amount of 

time to socialise and make new friends. 


